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Customer Summary

Procedure: Primary Rhinoplasty

Client’s starting view

Clinic 1

Strong online consultation experience, fluent English,
ENT specialist positioning, detailed explanation, natural-
look alignment, but broad and expensive quote range.

Clinic 2

Large, visible clinic with strong reviews, English-speaking
doctor, more affordable than Option 1 but aesthetic fit
and doctor-specific reassurance appear less settled.

Clinic 3

Most affordable option, positive review impression, one-
doctor model appeal, and currently the option the client
appears closest to booking, though public signal depth
appears thinner.

Main Decision Tensions:
e Trust vs price: the clinic the client trusts most also appears to be the
most expensive and least price-certain.

Budget Context:
The client is evaluating surgery cost alongside travel, lodging, and
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Quote Audit & Market Context

Quote snapshot

Discount What this likely
/Promo reflects

Price in USD

Market Context
All three clinics reviewed here sit on the medium-to-higher side of the
market rather than the bargain end. That does not by itself prove

What This Means
The central pricing question is not simply who is cheapest. It is whether
the current differences reflect specialist premium, larger-clinic
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Cross-Clinic Comparison Snapshot
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Clinic Deep Dive

Clinic deep dive

Sentiment in Korean community

Our 2-cents
Prices have a lot of premium for both foreigners and locals. It would be
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Quote & Price Intelligence
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Doctor & Clinic Credibility Signals
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Consultation & Sales Dynamics
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Clinic Model & Experience Fit
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Process Transparency & Decision Clarity
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	K-BEAUTY AUDIT

	Customer Summary
	Procedure: Primary Rhinoplasty
	Client’s starting view
	Clinic 1
	Strong online consultation experience, fluent English, ENT specialist positioning, detailed explanation, natural-look alignment, but broad and expensive quote range.
	Clinic 2
	Large, visible clinic with strong reviews, English-speaking doctor, more affordable than Option 1 but aesthetic fit and doctor-specific reassurance appear less settled.
	Clinic 3
	Most affordable option, positive review impression, one-doctor model appeal, and currently the option the client appears closest to booking, though public signal depth appears thinner.
	Main Decision Tensions:
	Trust vs price: the clinic the client trusts most also appears to be the most expensive and least price-certain.
	Aesthetic fit vs visibility: larger or more visible clinics may look strong publicly, but may not be the clearest aesthetic fit for a natural-looking outcome.
	Affordability vs evidence depth: the easiest clinic to move forward with may not yet be the clinic with the strongest evidence-adjusted case.
	Budget Context:  The client is evaluating surgery cost alongside travel, lodging, and additional treatments. She appears willing to pay more for a highly skilled doctor if the premium feels justified, but does not want to pay a premium that is driven primarily by foreign-patient pricing or branding rather than substantive value.
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	Quote Audit & Market Context
	Quote snapshot
	Price in USD
	Discount/Promo
	What this likely reflects
	Clinic 1
	$6,000- $11,000
	10%
	highest and least fixed of the three.

	Clinic 2
	Approx. $6,000
	20%
	Mid-range option after discount; still not fully comparable on scope.

	Clinic 3
	Approx. $4,500
	N/A
	Lowest and simplest on the surface; fewer details provided on what is included.
	Market Context  All three clinics reviewed here sit on the medium-to-higher side of the market rather than the bargain end. That does not by itself prove quality, but it does support the view that the client selected from a more established and credible part of the decision set rather than from unusually low-cost outliers.
	What This Means The central pricing question is not simply who is cheapest. It is whether the current differences reflect specialist premium, larger-clinic infrastructure and branding, or scope that is not yet fully comparable across the submitted quotes. The stronger pricing flags are usually abnormally low pricing, unusually high pricing without clear justification, or quotes that remain vague about what is actually included.
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	Cross-Clinic Comparison Snapshot
	Clinic
	Appears strongest in
	Evidence Strength
	Competitive model
	Clinic 1
	Specialist trust, consultation clarity, alignment with a natural result
	Strong
	Clinic 2
	Notable Concerns
	Moderate
	Clinic 3
	Notable Concerns
	Strong
	K-BEAUTY AUDIT

	First Button Clinic Deep Dive
	Clinic deep dive  First button (첫단추) was established in 2021 by Dr. Kim Tae-hwan after working at Cocoline plastic surgery for a decade. It is a one-doctor-led clinic and specializes in nose surgery.
	Sentiment in Korean community General sentiment of First Button is that it has high pricing. There were some reviews where people have considered First Button clinic as an option but decided not to due to its high prices relative to other clinics.
	Potential explanation for high pricing  High pricing of the clinic can be explained by many factors. Location of the clinic, doctor’s experience, marketing spend, and doctor’s ‘brand’ all play a role in prices. First button clinic seems to hit all of those. Dr. Tae-hwan is an ENT with over a decade years of experience, along with his credentials. The clinic is located in Gangnam. Dr. Kim has an active presence in Youtube.
	The pricing includes the premium of ‘trust’ and ‘certainty.’ It seems suitable for those who does not mind paying the premium for a well-established ENT as pricing seems to be high even for Koreans.
	Positive reviews
	[from First Button]
	[from Cocoline]

	Negative reviews
	[from First Button]
	[from Cocoline]
	Our 2-cents Prices have a lot of premium for both foreigners and locals. It would be recommended for those who doesn’t mind paying the premium to reduce concern. There are other clinics with a lower price that can achieve the same level of quality.
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	Eight Clinic Deep Dive
	Clinic deep dive  Eight Plastic Surgery (에이트성형외과) is a Gangnam-based multi-doctor plastic surgery clinic in Seoul. It is a large, high-traffic clinic. The doctor is not ENT-board certified, though related training has been noted. The clinic also appears to have stronger broader recognition for procedures such as breast surgery than for nose surgery alone.
	Sentiment in Korean community General sentiment of First Button is that it has high pricing. There were some reviews where people have considered First Button clinic as an option but decided not to due to its high prices relative to other clinics.
	Potential explanation for high pricing  High pricing of the clinic can be explained by many factors. Location of the clinic, doctor’s experience, marketing spend, and doctor’s ‘brand’ all play a role in prices. First button clinic seems to hit all of those. Dr. Tae-hwan is an ENT with over a decade years of experience, along with his credentials. The clinic is located in Gangnam. Dr. Kim has an active presence in Youtube.
	The pricing includes the premium of ‘trust’ and ‘certainty.’ It seems suitable for those who does not mind paying the premium for a well-established ENT as pricing seems to be high even for Koreans.
	Positive reviews
	[from First Button]
	[from Cocoline]

	Negative reviews
	[from First Button]
	[from Cocoline]
	Our 2-cents Prices have a lot of premium for both foreigners and locals. It would be recommended for those who doesn’t mind paying the premium to reduce concern.
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	Cocoline Clinic Deep Dive
	Clinic deep dive  Eight Plastic Surgery (에이트성형외과) is a Gangnam-based multi-doctor plastic surgery clinic in Seoul. It is a large, high-traffic clinic. The doctor is not ENT-board certified, though related training has been noted. The clinic also appears to have stronger broader recognition for procedures such as breast surgery than for nose surgery alone.
	Sentiment in Korean community General sentiment of First Button is that it has high pricing. There were some reviews where people have considered First Button clinic as an option but decided not to due to its high prices relative to other clinics.
	Potential explanation for high pricing  High pricing of the clinic can be explained by many factors. Location of the clinic, doctor’s experience, marketing spend, and doctor’s ‘brand’ all play a role in prices. First button clinic seems to hit all of those. Dr. Tae-hwan is an ENT with over a decade years of experience, along with his credentials. The clinic is located in Gangnam. Dr. Kim has an active presence in Youtube.
	The pricing includes the premium of ‘trust’ and ‘certainty.’ It seems suitable for those who does not mind paying the premium for a well-established ENT as pricing seems to be high even for Koreans.
	Positive reviews
	[from First Button]
	[from Cocoline]

	Negative reviews
	[from First Button]
	[from Cocoline]
	Our 2-cents Prices have a lot of premium for both foreigners and locals. It would be recommended for those who doesn’t mind paying the premium to reduce concern. There are other clinics with a lower price that can
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	Quote & Price Intelligence
	Section Summary The reviewed pricing materials suggest limited concerns in this category. The available information did not show a strong pattern of severe price irregularity, clear bait-and-switch behavior, or materially misleading quote structure based on the materials reviewed for this audit.
	Basis for Assessment
	This category assesses whether the quoted price and package structure appear normal, clearly explained, and reasonably aligned with observed market patterns for the procedure and clinic type.
	The reviewed materials did not show a strong signal of severe quote irregularity, bait-and-switch behavior, or materially misleading price structure.
	Some ambiguity remained around quote scope, package inclusions, and whether all relevant costs were reflected in the reviewed materials.
	Additional Context In this category, a Limited Concerns read does not mean that the quote is necessarily problematic. It means that the pricing picture was not fully clear based on the materials reviewed. A lower-concern outcome would generally require more transparent itemization, a stable quote across touchpoints, clearly defined package scope, and stronger visibility into whether the quoted amount is broadly in line with comparable market patterns.
	Recommended Next Step Request a complete written breakdown of the quote, including VAT, anesthesia, aftercare, medications, facility charges, and any other items that may affect total cost. Confirm which elements are included, excluded, optional, or subject to change after in-person evaluation.
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	Doctor & Clinic Credibility Signals
	Section Summary The reviewed public-facing materials raised meaningful credibility questions that go beyond ordinary profile ambiguity. This assessment was influenced by the gap between the clinic’s current professional presentation and the weight of historical public controversy tied to surgeon assignment and clinic oversight. The category does not make a medical or legal determination, but it does indicate that the clinic’s visible credibility picture is not straightforward enough to support a lower-concern read.
	Basis for Assessment
	Public reporting linked the clinic to major historical controversy involving surgeon assignment practices.
	Industry-level action and prosecutor-linked reporting make the credibility questions more significant
	The concern level is driven by the gap between a strong public-facing presentation and historical credibility-related controversy.
	The evidence strength is strong because the main concern drivers are supported by named public reporting and the clinic’s own current public-facing materials.
	Additional Context This assessment does not mean the clinic has no visible professional markers or that every current public-facing claim is unreliable. It means the clinic’s credibility picture is not clean enough to support a lower-concern read without additional clarification, given the weight of the publicly reported history.
	Recommended Next Step Request written confirmation of who is expected to perform the key portions of the procedure, how surgeon assignment is controlled on the day of surgery, and what current safeguards are in place to prevent assignment-related confusion or substitution.
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	Consultation & Sales Dynamics
	Section Summary The reviewed consultation and inquiry materials support a limited-concern read in this category. The interaction pattern suggests some mild sales-oriented behavior or uneven clarity, but not a repeated or severe pressure pattern that would materially undermine trust based on the materials reviewed.
	Basis for Assessment
	Some parts of the inquiry or consultation flow appeared more sales-oriented than purely informational.
	Mild upsell behavior or package framing may have been present, but not at a level that clearly suggested aggressive pressure.
	The reviewed materials did not show a strong pattern of coercive urgency, severe deposit pressure, or material misrepresentation.
	The concern level is limited because any sales-related friction appeared noticeable but not severe.
	The evidence strength is moderate because the available consultation materials were meaningful enough to identify a pattern.
	Additional Context A limited-concern outcome in this category does not mean the consultation experience was fully ideal or perfectly transparent. It means the observed issues were more consistent with mild commercial friction, sales stiffness, or incomplete clarity than with a strongly adverse consultation pattern.
	Recommended Next Step Ask follow-up questions in writing and evaluate whether the clinic responds clearly, specifically, and consistently. It would also be helpful to clarify whether recommended add-ons are optional, what is included in the quoted package, and whether any booking timelines or deposits affect the scope or pricing of the plan.
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	Clinic Model & Experience Fit
	Section Summary The clinic appears broadly compatible in some respects, but the available materials do not support a stronger fit conclusion for a client seeking a highly private, one-to-one, high-end experience. The reviewed materials do not clearly show the kind of boutique, highly individualized experience this client is likely to prioritize.
	Basis for Assessment
	The reviewed materials suggest the clinic may be broadly workable, but do not clearly support a strongly boutique or highly individualized care model.
	For a client prioritizing privacy, pace, and one-to-one attention over price sensitivity, the available materials do not provide enough clear support for a stronger fit conclusion.
	The fit level is assessed as Reasonable Fit because the clinic does not appear clearly misaligned, but the available signals do not strongly indicate a premium, highly personalized experience model.
	The evidence strength is Limited because the reviewed materials do not provide enough direct visibility into consultation style.
	Additional Context A Reasonable Fit outcome means the clinic may still work well for this client, but the fit is not clear enough to assume strong alignment without further clarification. For a client seeking a more private, slower-paced, high-touch experience, this category depends heavily on how the clinic actually handles the day-of-treatment experience.
	Recommended Next Step Clarify whether consultations are conducted in a private one-to-one setting, how much direct time is spent with the lead surgeon, who remains the primary point of contact throughout the process, and how personalized the day-of-treatment and post-procedure experience is expected to be.
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	Process Transparency & Decision Clarity
	Section Summary The reviewed materials support an Elevated Concerns read in this category. Important operational details that directly affect booking confidence did not appear sufficiently clear or consistently explained in the materials reviewed. The concern level is elevated because the remaining ambiguity relates to core decision factors rather than minor administrative details.
	Basis for Assessment
	The reviewed materials did not provide a sufficiently clear or stable understanding of key process details needed to support confident booking.
	Core decision-related items appeared partially unresolved, inconsistent, or not clearly explained across the available materials.
	The concern level is elevated because the lack of clarity affects fundamental booking decisions rather than peripheral questions.
	Additional Context This category does not assess medical outcome or overall clinic quality. It focuses on whether a prospective patient can clearly understand what they are agreeing to, who is expected to perform the procedure, what is included in the process, and what support or follow-up should be expected afterward. In this case, those decision-critical elements did not appear clear enough to support a lower-concern read.
	Recommended Next Step Request written clarification regarding surgeon assignment, quote scope, procedure timeline, follow-up expectations, and aftercare logistics before making any booking commitment.



